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had arrived at a most lofty conception of duty and life ; he commits the usual and inevitable fallacy of taking this later standard back to illumine the ground of his early career. In the glare of his new ideal actions which probably implied no moral resistance at the time they were performed cast an appalling shadow. The astronomer has invented an instrument which dissipates the excessive splendour of the sun, and permits him to examine its disc in broad daylight. We must use something like a moral spectroscope, a humane discretion, in approaching Augustine's unregenerate life in his Confessions.
DO                             Jtfully, approached Augustine. He waved her advice aside contemptuously as ' womanly talk.'
